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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


eae HO LM: EN 


AND THE 


Superintending School Committee 
TOWN OF MERRIMACK, 


FOR THE 


Y HAR 1862-3. 


ee ee 


MANCHESTER, N. H.: 
AMERICAN STEAM PRINTING WORKS OF GAGE & FARNSWORTH. 
1863. 


‘“# 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


The Selectmen present the following report of the assessments and 
expenditures, to the citizens of Merrimack. Also the expenditures and 
income of the Town Farm from March Ist, 1862, to March Ist, 1863. 

The amount of the assessments for the years 1862-3 is as follows : 


NMC ia's no v6 vin once Ht) ous veces voce 326 40 
OMIM down cing sc ccs sc alues snes wees cans 636 58 
Fompeuppore Of Gchools,.. 2... 605265 cceee coe 816 00 
To detray Town charges,.... 2. ccerscerenes 700 00. 
School house tax in district No 1,............08- 10 00 
AGG DOATINE MONCY,.....cscccerccccsicccseces 113 80 
Received from literary fund,...........6. oa cee Ae 
BRGGGI VOU THOM TAMTOAG tax,......cccceicvcsece 453 40 
Received for old bridge plank,...........cesceees 6 00 
SUPEIW PRE MAWYOT,, v. east ececcccecs 3 75 
Total amount of assessments and receipts,....... $3155 84 
EXPENDITURES. 

De ee tics sb en's 0 a4 60 pees nid stetaoe 326 40 
County tax,....... EY oS c es was: ain alas «> 636 58 
School house tax in district No. 1,.........e000- 10 00 

$972 98 

SCHOOLS. 

DUM AEG ele aioe. b's. se a oe Ue MR ee eeiele des 88 39 
Lg dg > ee Posi titetaisirsteretetargiaisivherese sores 75 14 
DR EEE SS eo eee hry ae 192 38 
De Te ee AYE isMa'y sty bia Hraielart ah 106 81 
SENET PEMD b's hielo. « o« Ae ae Mipiutte whe fame Mee. ol 68 91 
$ER IF ENO Sala stata’ o « 0 6 Pde sie chia vated Wiaety ae ac 65 71 
et REET Sid tale nbc ei asve icc vee Bae ES 8% 71 
i SS Oe din Ore 
FEAF RUNES iy hy vs 3.0 te Ree eo eee te ders 2084 72 
PEE MIME GaNtaItalaly'a'sis's' cts sacs sce ssecvene » ..38 63 
PE IE Sila S elsicie occ ecicevocececqee --73 16 
EMM ice sie P UM. wsish isiciae celledee vie visio aus 49 21 

$1004 91 
OLD BILLS. 
Josiah Seaverns, snowing bridge in 1860-1,.......1 25 
Levi Fisher, breaking roads,....... ...esseseee 10 00, 
Franklin Herrick, services as auditor in 1862,..... 1 50 
Alex MeWilkins, for support of Lucy Wilkins,....9 00 
Robert Mating, breaking roads,............00. -2 00 


R. Pratt, collecting taxes,.....+.++.- «0c nope 
“6 for tax bills,...... eee yee 
os discount on taxes,. ssbedan “tha 50 
6 collecting school "hoase tax: a -.0 00 


Albert A. Junkins, work on highway in 1859,.. soe. 87 
Wm. McGilvery, breaking roads,. 000 0 cle seen 


Erving Esty, © 9 |" a eiseW oun eer 
T. C. Kittredge, ‘ 66 cece cccsp ease eee OO 
Jotham Robbins, ‘* ey a ckeene Coceuabhesenien 
Davis Campbell, abatement of tax, 1860,.........1 90 
L. W. Reed, breaking roads, seaven coscccccccvcel® OF 
Rufas Blood, Pere 
Smith E. Fields, a ME ee 
Henry Russell, i) SLAM ae oe veceeees 0 20 
B. M. Hill, abatement of H. Humphrey’ 8 tax, 60, 3 28 
John L. Spalding, breaking roads;.:.. «sesame .. 22 00 
B. M. Hills, abatement of tax of Peter Wrin and 
~ Lawrence OCooly’s tax, I860,.. 3S Ves o'uee ce oes OF 
R. H. Pratt, over dssessments,...° "oa. eae eee 4 99 

“6 ‘s abatement of taxes,......... awe jaan air eee 

$197 80 

Estimate of old bills,........ Py 105 00 
Over estimate of old bills,..... oo. sen eae $92 80 


ROADS AND BRIDGES, 


Paid W. H. Farley, labor and timber on Holt’s bridge,..9 24 
$s bridge near 
BJ. MOREY AT 0 3k a os le IEE é in v-6 wale eee 
Levi Fisher, breaking roads,.....+..++++ coveeeed 40 
D. T. Jones, timber for Souhegan bridge,.........50 14 
Zachariah @. Perry, breaking roads,.......-.. ---2 00 
Robert McGaw, lumber for Babboosac brook br. ..24 00 
Aaron Mears, labor on bridgeyu.<.<8 «es os) »2 25 
John Wheeler, labor and stone on Babboosac ‘brook 
PHGZE ane ss app eee eee eee BRE: 90 
Joseph Kittredge, breaking roads,.........- --4 00 
Samuel Fuller, boards for Souhegan bridge,. os esesee 20 
James H, Brown, for bolts st coceseesl® 00 
John Wheeler, labor and spikes, . (Sao pappeana OO 
Ward Parker, "labor on Souhegan and Willow brs., 13 28 


Franklin Her rick, e " bridge.apes dee "25 86 
H. B. Harris, breaking Fons ies i ste Ae 19 ee seseeecea aU 
Joseph Shedd, $s oe eccccccevenspesaed OO 
$183 06 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES, 

Paid 8. Dearborn, damage on sleigh,. Weer se 
John L. Spalding, services as committee, . seceeseead OO 
Ward Parker, ts ade eels .-6 00 
John L. Bowers, “ 7 te a pw ere 0 aa 
Henry Russell, abatement of taxes,.... cocvesscel OF 

1 24 


Ward Parker, stationery and postage,...........1 
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William T, Parker, Agent,..... obewed eames vee-30 25 
Ward Parker, interest on money advanced,........2 00 
Selectmen and Town Clerk, enrolling militia for the 
PMIIIMEIM os pode daw. cows cvess Peer ree 12 00 
Franklin Herrick, repairing pound,.. Wits Sohne 1 25 
A. Beard, printing report for 1861-2,......... . +24 00 
$125 88 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Paid Benjamin Ela, Superintending School Com....... 40 00 
Ward Parker, Selectman and Overseer of poor,. .43 95 
John Wheeler, 6 6 .30 00 
Franklin Herrick, bs he : 20 50 
Edward P. Parker, Town Clerk,...........c00.: 12 00 
David Jones, Town Treasurer,. ..c..ceccccccse 8 00 
PEE PATE COLMCCLOL, » 0.00,0:00 000005008 ba'es 55 00 
BK. P. Parkhurst, auditor,......... Pods s san «oat 1 50 
A. C. Darrah, EER, a kw true cua. wa whats ditie aia 1 50 
$212 45 
EXPENDITURES OF POOR OFF FARM. 
Paid Daniel Larabee, for son,....... CER CPU SA oe 52 00 
Robert P. Leonard, for brother,... .........005. 26 00 
Mrs. Luther Gould at Nashua,........... oo a 59755 
isane Doare at Litchiield,.... 2... ccc ccessevoes 22 7d 
ES ss a a 28 85 
Harrison Eaton, attending Mrs. Barnes and Isaac 
Dodge, ecanessess Ras Dale Ciera d aise acc vinees 12.25 
A rN Pa 4 44 
$178 84 
RECAPITULATION. 
a ea ats oh ale Sule viv'e e's wicigve eeisies cies 326 40 
COUNGY TAX, s cscs es ces cccsvecccccccseescens 636 58 
School house tax in No. it Batt fe ciara hereto tte ais. 10 00 
SONOOIB, « ore%esre'e!e's Baers" ele's'e'ale © Unare Satcher ad's ec 1004 91 
PMITIRS CR DOREOB is sce eee cect cece wees 125 88 
SFUAIEA Ss pile vitaip csc ete AVE UN b cacie tals fy wa OBO 
Roads and bridges,....... «. “3 ORR ge ota Sari 183 05 
Town Officers,...ssccscece> eR Teds 6 CRORES. 212 45 
POOP OG, CIO POTU ferences ee eae FTES MAS Us 178 84 
Cash balance against Town Farm,........ evens 54 dl 
$2825 12 
Assessments and receipts the past hi Ori. ess 3155 84 
Total expenses MRUTEO WO ye'cck econ tuwswees dels 2825 12 
Amount in favor of the town on financial busi- 
DUMMEEMOLRNGUVEAT sy tsuces sc ccc teccdccccvetes $330 76 
Judgment rendered on T. F. Moar’s note in favor 
of Town,. SEN cok Oke a Rab ees eel 78 14 
Amount in the hands of the Treasurer for 1860- 1-2, 448 08 
$856 98 
Error in last year’s report in favor of the town, 90 00 


$946 98 
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DEMANDS AGAINST THE TOWN MARCH I, 1863. 


Eliza Wilson, principal and interest,.. ..... .-.618 12 
Charles H. Wright, % af errr 
A. @. Darrah, 6 SONS oS i eee ocsvemad 27 
James White, s - EPR Sy et .--508 39 
Samuel Barron, " ot os ee covered Ol 
Balance in favor of Town as above,.......+.e0. 

Debts of the Town, March l,..........00. oe oy 


2072 62 
946 98 


1125 64. 


Amount of money hired to pay bounty to volunteer soldiers. 


Nashua Savings. Bank, .....ccccsccsvecdasbem -1030 00 
Robert) Me Gare 64 '~ cites 0 onde CE «+22 1029 68 
Elkanah P. Parker,..........> core 717 75 
Ratesreleody +. Jane nedaaecdvavane o vote Uiteaeeee 308 55 
SamuaeeCh Nesmith, « « oe-o ee teivis-sic/elen a eee soo dicen 
ORPITHVY HICCIET, o/s.» .'....».0 0's pia nin's 0 sibel a oe 'g nica RUGRTEEE 


Amount of principal and interest March 1, *63,. 
Interest on notes given by the committee to aid 

families of volunteer sol tiers up to March 1, “63, 52 35 
Total debts of the town March 1, 1863..... ae 


ALMS-HOUSE REPORT---RECEIPTS. 


pen Converse,;'] cow,...%.. cesses ee oténe nash ee 
George Boutell, 1 pair steers,...-...secceeees ...89 00 
“ 66 1°COW,. .\. 2 oss 4 eaten fat nee 
Mr. Pratt) 2 cows. sc) otee ieee ee hae coe -2-06 00 
Mr. Flint, 4 bushels barley,........cecsccececeesd OO 
sé SG postaipecsse ee op tok Tae Pee ree 3 86 
Ward Parker, 1 bushel beets,........ 4,50 patie etait 50 
M. B. McConehie, 4 doz. eggs,......0. > 6,06 Nan as ee 
Putnam & Chase for 6 C. Hoops,......... pa es, Meee 
George Nichols, for 3 doz. eggs,........- os nalieid laine 
T. Kittredzeé; for horse, .’...'. (4s 4a eR ajteu 
Mr. Blanchard, 3 quarts seed beans,.......esese+ 24 
Colburn, for feathers and rags,.........e.- vie'w lath bE Lenin 
M. B. McConehie, poultry............. ¢<aae =a ee 3 12 
‘6 ‘6 butters sev .e'clehs Wee 9's Tinie eerste 
John Follansbee, beef cattle,.......s. ee. sesee ee 80 00 
M. B. McConehie, butter,.........000s a Nee¢ap ic woe 
John FoHansbee, 2 calves,..........e0 » esta welll Ginn 
Page & Wilson, apples,......s.edescees oad einare'p yal 
Mr. Girtié, 2. bolls, <.eecetecekeenn 14 Yet ae .18 00 
Mr. Parker, meadow, hay,....i% tives secieumeeaue mene 


Ward. Parker, 5 barrels cider,.......sece-se 
French & MeMillen, use of boar,........+. rere 
Gash for 65 Ibs. poultry, .... <2 .ses cesses neeaeeeeeeee 


3394 82 


4572 81 
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Mr. Carr, 1 Heifer,....... ee eR duds eds 25 00 
Mr. Henderson, 20 posts,.....+00.... seecesecens 1 40 
Cash for 45 barrels apples,...... Ve smetonisnsess 41 49 
Mrs. HTitit, theg,.. sss é usr etnies’ e Ae arege, 40 
T. Kittredge, horse baiting,............+. Vesgpene 80 
J. Hartshorn, for feeting, and use of boar,.. . ...2 90 
Page & Wilson, apples,.........eeeeee oo she's ths 2 70 
Mr. Robbins, 6 barrels cider,........ NE CGY 6 00 
UMPR ETON DIGGS oo, eee cave seebesvesene 5 60 
Dr. Mitchell, 1 pair oxen,... 2... 2... ccccevacce 145 00 
A. C. Darrah, 1 PORUM Chee sic eecivacuge des 140 00 
BPPPMEOMPE WD ccc e nec ces e es E gine Ours ecaie eck 8 00 
DARI MCLO TOIT OXGN, 6 esi coe sence sas 135 00 
Due Moar, posts and rails, . 6.66. sce eccsccees 26 50 
Mr. Flint, SPENT SV anass doub ee wee tse ane 5 25 
PRIORI UUs os cack c ese eee kceeteenede 4 20 
Beimeee melee, TOF DOBTUS,.. os cats t en seseee 7 20 
Received from County,..... 0.0. ..00 cee nccesccese 7 70 
Rite Pemtiees, 1OF TOOLING, Poe ge lec eee e’ 2 00 
Walker & Abbot, for berries,........ abe since ness 3 20 
Due from Mr. Sweet, for lumber, .......se.00+> 18 70 
$954 53 
EXPENDITURES. 

Paid Ward Parker, 2 bushels potatoes,.........++0+.4. 1 00 
Mr. Goodridge, fresh fish,.......e.e0eees Se Tet he 1 05 
Letters on Town business,..........0. ear oes wavs 08 
George Nichols, for oyster shells,........eeeeeees 04 
Hu Ne Robbins, for. grinding,......cccacvecctscws 19 
Mr. Russell, for:1 oz. opium,....5....eceeeeeeees 50 
Mr, Pletcher, for WICKing,...010-6 .o-0e:e-e-0:5 ser. sin tidie mis hen 
George Nichols, 1 butcher knife,..........se.000% 20 
J seittredgo, fresh: fish,......ccesesscascecscees 33 
Putnam & Chase, for groceries,..........eeseee0: 5 25 
A. Rockwood, for coffinand robe,..........5 sees 5 40 
George Nichols, 2 quarts seed beans,.......e.eee++ 14 
PIIMPIPOD TECH TST yo, 5 oss c soc ccce sss ccecccas 1 10 
Charles Converse, labor on hog,....... Siitaivee tase 
Joe Pettengill, for chopping,...... OA Sir RR 7 65 
IT EGQOUIE, OOO. ooo 0.6. 0,0,4.0, 0,0, 0, ¢.0,0,06,0,0.009 67 
A. H. Dunlap, seed onions and squash seeds,...... 50 
EEAMEO TADOE., vcr esnccsssnerssegses 15 00 
Mr. Whiting, 1 bushel rye,. .......... ng RE 1 00 
Danis Pletcher, 'for taxes,,...,ccccscangeneseras 50 
John Larvin, work in haying,.......-seeeseeees 11 25 
MARRERO AEOET) OGD... ccc co ccc njnese cscs: 1 30 
Page m Wilson, grocerics,.. +s. cjcbessccscesecs 3 75 
John B. Varick, for pulley blocks,..........+-+++ 2 00 
DAMEIMIMOR TGIGR Ts 2s. cca c cele sauces, Pye txp 32 
John Follansbee, for meat in 1861-2, ........... 10 83 
Repairing harness,............000- Sea Lake ataneh ots 25 
Medicine for Mrs. Barnes,..... 1, eee a neline side 1 50 
Prange oruel.for labor,......0...00s00es sap AS 7 00 


Mr. Fuller, making cider,........ iy) PAY 84 
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M. J..Kinson, for ldbor,..32'. ss 0cc cee essen nen 
Cash for basket,..0...eeeees Parerrr yr 
Porter Dunklee, for 2 pigs,........... o sak + Aaa ..d 00 
Mr. Hastings, for 12 yearlings,............ ve 20 108 00 
Ferriage for cattle,........ee0- PEE ic isecua van 75 
Mr. Gage, 1 beef cow,..... .o.... 006 o 20 be ee 
EK. P. Parkhurst, labor o on 1 wall, <ecaen ° . oni ane ont Lie 
Mr. Mack, for 2 bushels whiédt, <2. > ses 06s shaman 3 00 
Dr. Eldridge, 1 02. OpiuM,....- sss cccee cecceccns OO 
Mr. Russell, mending TRI TICE 5, . oe 0 sete « - oe oan ee 
Page & Wilson, ZTOCeTICN,. 006.) eS e ae veces 10 
Coffin and rcbe for Mrs. Barnes,....... 00 940.0 Maen 
DigeWAPiQravGecranves ccs csse 0 0» win sna ele .-1 00 
H. Eaton, 1 stove door,......... nan La omit + kinase 
Mr. Robbins, 2 bushelsrye,............ rere e 
Mr. Follansbee, axpRlt- OKA, «|. ee oc asecwees 120 00 
TIOTIANORILLDE Wiavie so es + os nie ween 2 00 0 0:0 sie. imu ol lane 
Mr. Whiting, 2 bushels rve,............ + Seis. oseee UU 
Mr. Batchelder, 1 pair oxen..... i .--..130 00 
Mr. Campbell, (| nes 25s ee ee ...137 00 
Dr. Moar, medical attendance,..... ae PR MPP da |, 
G. Small, blacksmith work,........seeseee ¢ «00.3108 
Mr. Russell, for opium,........... 6 ee oem sina Se 
““ |  boots.and shoes, ..<..eee die gehin k oe 
Mr. Abbott, store bill,......... os dub Soke ee.20 02 
George Stevens, . §°. .....c00 . «oben bela 52 72 
Mrs. Wright, for work at the time of Mrs. Barnes’ 
CORED 5 + wine >.02 0-00 0%, ave A «hid coins dak git 
Horse baiting and iapalid oo dese Retry & eta ee 
Page & Wilson, 1 barrel flour,.......ssescesseees-0 UO 
John Wheeler, superphosphate limeyss #0 swede 10 40 
Anderson & Parker, store bill, ....eseee0 esosesde O9 
Charles F. Wright, superintendent,.... .......200 00 
$750 92 
INVOICE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AT THE FARM, FEB. 18, 1863. 
1 pair oxen,..... Weevrrar yi vie | old dee MAOHOO 
G COWS, ehiRE Nes" ‘sre'n's o's 0'0'2'a" ‘0's lave wet a0 te eaten ae 
13 two years old cattle, . ee ee otudvaneae sages 
1 horses jae.a.d< beucseectude Were 
DPOAOWIS: dads tecdscdsdessaddes eee eveukede quan 
4 turkies,..... .. iddaedsdieded v's ols a btatl oe--4 00 
3 shoats, devecciessdeeete svc ede wwe bie Geb sa ietannanen 
$562 90 
HAY AND GRAIN. 
2] tons.ériglish hey, i... 2. ves ses eee oee.-270 00 
3 tons meadow hay, straw, ke. oy 8 0s o d's 8 Se ee ee 
90 bushels’ cdrij.’.'s3 oe cone ooeccces eee sane 
1 1-2 bushels seed QOPM,,".."s's'n'e's'e'e'e'0's nein cts hae 
20 ee OGte, 5 55 555:55 555 8 See ee 
3 és barley; *e'e'°e'.'.* ‘ses esis. oe @ 
3 6 Wheat; ss’ a’e'e'e'e's's's'd' done 0 eee eae 
7 “e beans,.. ereetee o cemaecue eb aa enn 50 


$408 80 
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PROVISIONS. 
500 pounds bork,......ceseeeseeeseeeeeceasee  O0) ON 
Bee DOU! yo 00 « et eT s \aialess wai aie sa as Lah OU 
860 = «* ham; ediare 3 PRES Fe div sameeiee « 43 20 
52 bushels potatoes,....... .ceeccccccveccncaces 21 84 
5 PREEE Me eateere 0L0ioeieied cele ecee éViss etnewagae 
30 $6 CUFNIPS,.. cee eeeeecs ceenecccseccnesseO OO 
9 barrels apples,..... See Ey Le 9 00 
1 peck cranberries,......... Makals vias 3 Sw, ele cans Sea ene 
30 pounds butter,.......06 ceseeeeeeee ccsesoacuhianm 
4 gallons boiled cider,. Ponieladecwegnsanct > <4 eatece OV 
T JOG S600 ONIONS, oe ec cee crc ccnnccccnns ...2 50 
1 “ squash and pop corn,..... me Wa wat nse, alsa Cd 1 00 
IMAM Wawa cles cc ccece cscs s Sette barat Sty 4 50 
3 1-2 bushels Ret ee I OAS avent 3 50 
POCMPMETUER adc hecescvegecenssse “tern 10 00 
14 pounds tallow,.......... ils betaine ss fe eRe: 1 54 
MUI S hist esc cece cteeecscsscce’s oar 
oa 0 ER Sn Se eee 6 50 
PP PRMIRCORMINRICR Sse ccs cee cece se cceee ue 2 50 
40 pounds soap grease,.... ....eceeeee beiee Wale 2 00 
1-2 barrel apple sauce,......... A AE Nolte tae kek 2 00 
20 pounds sugar,............ SEG sine sci ce hacen 2 80 
1 1-2 pounds tea.......... MivldWiles'wielespeceeseses 1 50 
ee SS SP edie air Sedevacswee 1 00 
3 gallons molasses, . Mists s cig oe oss Piaied oe heer ees 1 44 
12 pounds cheese,........ Pan N eT ees col eve ries 1 50 
1-4 barrel cucumbers,..... howtn'ate Batwictee sia'st es 75 
D POCKS Prass seed,.... ccc. ese ceee og a tisve oi Sluiote a 2 00 
150 pounds dried apple,. eae wie y sha e"ehiere »+.7 50 
RES by v10'c.s's cp bee wess sec ove eek.a0 
$223 34 
PERSONAL PROPERTY AT ALMSHOUSE, MARCH 18, 1862. 
Stock, shoats, &e.,. SE ss Pease haa <8 675 67 
Hay and grain,....- Deas uittaie'e lad Kt) bine oss wig 429 99 
eg Pe Dae Nae win oe’ i Ae Pa 247 18 
PRLOMME MOON Iisa thes vise sce... woes sh O20 
PIOUee I TOTTIGUTE). 0. si. cic ec ce ccs bAiuide ss. DONOO 
$1694 04 
PERSONAL PROPERTY AT ALMSHOUSE, MARCH 17, 1868. 
ETIURAEETI Daly's 6st veces ccnacsccceces 08 OU 
Hic aot ae, Pies aise csecees vievvcesee se 408 80 
Provisions,... .. At ks pi bes 
Farming tools, same as last year,. Uetisededessihihen, 2U 
Household furniture, sé A ay Scene Ge 
$1536 24 
REIL RL oc anys nccdencccacecesece sss 51 00 


1587 24 
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Decrease of property since 1862,.......seeeeseees ..106 80 


Amount of expenses,........+++. .os0ecepana 1008 74 
Amount of receipts,...+.eeseeeseeeees eevee 954 53 
Final balance against the Farm,....+-.eceeweees oT 54 21 


PAID LAST YEARS’ STORE BILLS. 


Mr. ‘Sheoveins’.. Dil, dare ocaciidse 0 200 20.0020 00a 
Mr. H. E. Abbott’s bill,..... ocacceces seen 


The income of the Farm has been used to pay the above bills, which 
were due the year before, in 1861. 


The foregoing report exhibits all the transactions of the Selectmen 
and Superintendent of the Town Farm in relation to the affairs of the 
Town, for the year ending March Ist, 1863. 

The number of paupers at the Farm, at the present time, is eight.— 
The average number for the past year has been ten and one half; two 
deaths haying occurred since last March. Mr. and Mrs, Wright have 
conducted the whole affair with credit to themselves, and prudence and 
economy to the Town. Confident that we could not entrust the manage- 
ment of the institution in better hands, we have renewed the contract 
with Mr. Wright for the next year. 


The foregoing is respectfully submitted by 
WARD PARKER, Selectmen 


JOHN WHEELER, of 
FRANKLIN HERRICK, § Merrimack. 


Having examined the accounts of the Selectmen and Treasurer, for 
the year ending Feb. 25th, 1863, we would report that we find them 
correctly cast and properly vouched for. 


ELIJAH P. PARKHURST, 2 Auditing 
ABNER C. DARRAH, Committee. 


~ 


REPORT 


OF THE 


“SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


In asking your leave, once more, respectfully to report, I am 
aware that, whilst it is pleasant to review the starting, growth 
and training of the youthful mind in knowledge and virtuous 
principle, yet the faithful performance of this duty necessarily 
involves so much of personality as to render it extremely deli- 
cate and almost forbidding: but it is not to be expected that 
any one will consider himself either made or unmade by a word 
of commendation on the-one hand, or a word of correction on 
the other. It is the part of magnanimity to look with impar- 
tiality upon the experiences of the past relating to ourselves, 
and in respect to what is right, to continue in well doing, and 
in respect to what is wrong, to correct our faults. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Jacob Nichols, Prudential Committee. Summer Term, Miss 
Sarah M. Hartwell, of Medford, Mass, Teacher. 

This school is at present quite small, and if everything was 
all right, much progress might be expected. The Prudential 
Committee was evidently iaterested in promoting the best suc- 
cess of the school through the year. The education of the 
_teacher was such as to have made her instructions valuable and 
improving, but a want of interest in drawing from the resour- 
ces before them, was apparent in the scholars. Where there is 
dullness or indifference, it is the first duty of the teacher, by 
personal efforts, to create an interest and enthusiasm in the 
studies pursued, and this often requires the greatest diligence 
and perseverance. Probably, from the want of persevering, 
personal efforts in this direction, an interest failed to be excit- 
ed, and the minds of the scholars throughout the term were too 
much engrossed with trifles, in consequence of which the school 
was not so satisfactory to the teacher or the district as was de- 
sirable. 
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Winter Term, Mr. Solon B. Presby, of Merrimack, Teacher. 

On account of the addition of larger scholars and a predis- 
position to levity, most of the scholars from some cause, being 
but faintly impressed if at all, with the importance of even an 
ordinary share of knowledge, the school was represented be- 
fore its commencement to the teacher, as, though small, yet re- 
quiring a watchful eye and firm control. Though he browse 
to his work sufficient qualifications, considering the state of the 
district, an excellent good nature and a desire for improvement, 
we yet cannot say much of the progress of the school during 
the term, the defect resulting from a failure to become master 
of his position. To tell a rogue, intently engaged in noisy 
mischief, to ‘“‘ make as little noise as possible,’’ is too much like 
the divine so accustomed to preach to ladies in a factory vil- 
lage, that he would politely say to them, ‘‘ please to repent,”’ or 
like Dogberry’s instruction to the police—*You shall comprehend 
all yagrom men and bid any man stand, in the Prince’s name. 
How if he will not stand? Why then you are to take no note 
of him, but let him go.”’ 

The school house, though the newest, is the worst abused in 
town. Children should be taught to respect the place of their 
early education. It should be kept as free from cuts and marks 
and as clean as a dwelling house. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Hartwell W. Green, Prudential Committee. Mrs. Eliza Ann 
Stevens, of Bedford, Teacher. . 

It is a:ways pleasant to speak of good enterprises as pursu- 
ing their even way with no interruption; and it is in this light 
that we can speak of this school during the past year. Under 
Mrs. Stevens it has enjoyed a quiet, undisturbed course, the 
whole time being imcluded in one term, as has been usual in 
this district. Progress has been fair im all the branches, but 
particularly in reading was improvement quite marked; and 
the faculty of the teacher in aiding the younger classes in com- 
prehending the first, but dry rudiments of knowledge, is, to say 
the least, very happy. The secret of this power seems to con- 
sist in conceiving the true condition of the youthful mind and 
leading instead of forcing it into its hitherto unexplored regions 
of knowledge, and not impatiently going so far zhead as to be lost 
sight of by the little, interested follower. This faculty is also dis- 
cernible in the management of those pursuing higher studies.— 
The principal difficulty a teacher of such a manner experiences, 
is in securing the greatest progress of those who must be 
driven along rather than led, the two classes requiring the dou- 
ble faculty of attraction and compulsion as the case may be. 
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The deportment of the scholars was respectful, and it appear- 
ed, as in years previous in this school, that good order had pre- 
vailed and good proficiency had been made. 


DISTRICT NO. 38. 


Abner C. Darrah, Prudential Committee. The schooling in 
this district was divided into three terms. Miss Mary F. Dar- 
rah, of Bedford, was the teacher of the first term, commencing 
April 26th, and continuing nine weeks. It was evident, the 
' teacher had been industrious and the progress of the school, gen- 
erally, was quite good, though at the examination, there was 
too great a want of promptness in some instances. There were 
cases of fine recitations in the more advanced studies on this 
occasion, and the behavior of the scholars in their seats and on 
the recitation floor was unexceptionable. The excellent litera- 
ry qualifications of this teacher would have insured the most 
gratifying progress in this school, it is believed, had there been 
an inclination on the part of all to make the most of their time 
and privileges. But, from a disposition to eye out every oppor- 
tunity for idleness or mischief, checked for the past two years 
by energetic teachers, some took advantage of the extreme near- 
sightedness of the teacher and failed to improve their own time | 
and disturbed others. This disposition was, at the examination, 
severely censured, as it would exclude from the department 
of instruction, many most valuable teachers, it being a fact that 
a large proportion of our best scholars in colleges, and of our 
literary men are near-sighted. And to take advantage of anat- 
ural, but in this case, very fashionable defect, was presented to 
the children, as low conduct. 

Miss Lydia A. Fint, of Merrimack, was Teacher of the sec- 
ond term of nine weeks, commencirg August 25th. Theschool 
was constituted very much as on the term previous, the number 
of scholars being the same and the average attendance the 
same within half a scholar, and both terms the loss of time was 
more than one sixth, a serious interruption to the even advance 
of the scholars. At the opening of the term, the habit of in- 
attention was prevalent; at the close it was better in this res- 
pect, and other exceptionable habits were improved. Some re- 
views of studies were interesting. The teacher’s clear, easy but 
firm method, both of expression and control, are adapted to cn- 
sure success. 

Miss Sarah L. Jones, of Merrimack, is the Teacher of the 
third term of twenty weeks, commencing November 10th. The 
Register is however concluded at the end of the 15th week, in 
order to come into this year’s report. The school presented at 
the commencement an interesting appearance, all being atten- 
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tive to their proper work and a good feeling seeming to pervade 
all minds. The teacher comes to this school with much suc- 
cessful experience, and, when we have an opportunity to view 
the management which uniformly results so fayorably, it is well 
to ascertain the cause of this influence. It is plainly in this 
case in the teacher's being, herself, at home and in making with- 
out effort, all around her feel the same, yet restrained by rules 
of propriety. The more an inspiration of this kind can be dif- 
fused, the more happily obedient will all be, and consequently 
the more work accomplished. Visited the sixteenth week of 
the term, the scholars showed a considerable waking up of their 
‘‘ drowsy powers’ in the right direction. The schoolis now 
in progress, but judging from the past we may infer that the 
remainder will be successful. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


George Drew, Prudential Committee. Miss E. V. Drew, of 
Glover, Vt., was Teacher for the first two terms; the first, of 
ten weeks commencing April 21st., the second, of eight weeks 
commencing Sept. lst. This teacher, familiar and ready in all 
the branches to be taught, yet seemed not, at the first visit of 
the committee, to be in possession of all the control desirable. 
Carelessness and freedom, perceptible in some scholars, were 
annoying, and it is believed this disposition was not wholly sub- 
dued, but continued to the end of the term in the shape of in- 
attention inside and frivolous gossip outside the house; but 
how the term ended it is impossible to say, as no notice was 
given of an examination. 

On the third day of the second term the school was visited, 
when all were told that the teacher was expected to pursue a 
resolute course, and would be sustained inso doing. A great 
change was manifest at the close of; the school, Idleness and 
yawning were no longer to be noticed. The behayior of all was 
commendable, and the reviews well recited and the progress ap- 
peared to be good. The teacher’s concise, rapid manner is cal- 
culated, under ‘good regulations, to make pupils active. The 
school was left in better condition than it was found at the first 
of the term. 


Winter Term, Miss Juliette Haggett, of Lyndeborough, Teacher. 
The good will and respect of the school were readily enlisted, and 
prosperity marked the whole course of the term without any inter- 
ruption. The exhibition at the close, in all the studies, was very 
satisfactory and entertaining. Advanced scholars in mathematics 
showed familiarity with the science ; ; the readings of the classes 
were good, and there was more of an air of prosperity pervading 
the school than I have ever witnessed before. The tera has evi- 
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dently passed pleasantly, and its results seem creditable to the 
teacher and the district. 


DISTRICT No. 5. 


Newton McClure, Prudential Committee. Miss Lizzie A. Ridg- 
way, of Nashua, Teacher, for the Summerterm. This is a small, 
quiet scl:ool, but interesting on account of the peaceable disposi- 
tion of the scholars and parents. This was the teacher’s first effort 
except as an assistant inan academy. Though young and entering 
upon the work as an amateur rather than from necessity, yet a fin- 
ished education and unexceptionable manners, render her suited to 
the situation, and the school was found in trim order, and devoted 
to its appropriate duties. The suggestions of greater experience 
will, undoubtedly, be the laying out of more work for the scholars, 
and, if necessary, the application of more pressure in its accom- 
plishment. 

Mr. John Woods, of Merrimack, Teacher of the Winter term. 
The school very small. 1t was brought right up to its work at the 
comencement, and under good dontrol: much was accomplished dur- 
ing the term of nine weeks. This was manifest in the improve- 
ment in reading from the youngest to the oldest; also, there was 
a good and thorough advance in all the various studies. The re- 
view in physiology was particularly creditable. From the industry, 
activity and good authority maintained, the results were very grati- 
fying. One characteristic worthy of notice was, that, without 
threatening or blustering or many words, Mr. Woods shows he in- 
tends to be master of his school. 

The beautiful pond remains there as ever, and so, we are sorry 
to say, by the side of it, does the old, cold school house. Enter- 
prising hands have taken hold of the cemetery near by, and made 
it an ornament in the town, and cannot the district take hold of 
the school house and make it befitting its use and its pleasant situ- 
ation ? 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Thomas J. Foster, Prudential Committee. Miss Maria A. Cald- 
well, of Amherst was Teacher for the Summer term. Favored with 
good instructors for a number of terms past, the school has suffered 
_nodeterioration in this respect the present term. The teacher has 
had much experience, and commenced her duties with rare accom- 
plishments. The school was found at all times prosperous, the at- 
tractive manner, pleasing animation and cordial interest uniformly 
exhibited, enlisting corresponding good feelings, activity and atten- 
tion to duty on the part of the scholars. The smaller scholars were 
exercised in the committal of many useful data, of which’ children 
too often remain in ignorance. The term is regarded as haying been 
very pleasant and profitable. 
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Winter Term. Miss Nancy S. Adams, of Melrose, Mass, Teach- 
er. Of no previous experience, yet a full course in the celebrated 
State Normal School, in Salem, Mass., well qualified her as an in- 
structor, ina literary point of view, but the first attempt in manag- 
ing a school must be regarded as not entirely successful. At the 
close, there was not that stillness we have been accustomed to no- 
tice here. A fair progress had been made by some classes. Read- 
ing had been materially improved; the monotone and school-boy 
cadence had been banished for a more agreeable style, and words 
were not so much miscalled. Had there been better authority there 
would have been more progress. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Jesse H. Kittredge, Prudential Committee. Miss Addie E. 
Shedd, of Merrimack, Teacher for both Summer and Winter terms. 
This school is now one of the largest in town. In the Summer term 
of last year, Miss Shedd was the teacher of this school, and this, 
the second term of her labors was equally as successful as the first. 
There was no abatement of the teacher’s former interest and industry. 

The Winter term of eleven weeks, was commenced with the same 
diligence and devotion to the school, as had characterized the former. 
The arrangements for the winters’ work were well made. Three 
weeks before the close, the County Commissioner was introduced to 
this, as one of the largest schools, and to change the route of his 
visits from former years, who expressed his approbation, and at the 
examination, three weeks after, the improvement was as good as it 
had formerly been, the proficiency as great and thorough, and the 
school as harmonious, quiet and obedient. A large number of yisi- 
tors were present, but a large number of scholars were absent. 

As Ralph Waldo Emerson says—* every thing has a flaw in it,” 
that is, is imperfect ; and this district seems doomed to have some- 
thing up every year which will undo what, at expense and labor, 
has been done, especially in its demoralizing influence. Though the 
tempest is confined to narrow limits, it has its direful effects upon 
young minds,—-like ‘‘ the storm in the tea-kettle,” making the cover 
to hop and flutter, it may be as violent a storm as the storm on the 
ocean. 

It appears that a case of discipline gave offence. The parent 
made his complaint personally, which was all right, and he was an- 
swered by the teacher in somewhat the same temper as she was met, 
which was all wrong. Now the right to inflict reasonable punish- 
ment, is undeniable, Courts of law always sustaining such cases, but — 
blows upon the head are not justifiable. As there was another case 
of the kind, it appears that there has not been sufficient care in re- 


_ gard to this. The teacher’s field was somewhat new and untried 


the winter school bringing in larger and rougher material, and the 
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teachings of experience will be, not to be too fastidious or excitable 
or too tenacious in chasing an error.— 


“To their virtues very kind, 
To their faults, a little blind.” 


We must take the world as it turns. up. Washington Irving, 
when he found the waves of the Hudson wearing upon the borders 
of the spacious grounds of his residence—* Sunnyside,” said, ‘“ he 
wished he had not been born till the world was finished.” This. 
may do for the wealthy, brilliant historian and writer, but it will 
not do for a common-school-teacher. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


David H. Moore, Prudential Committee. Miss H. T. W. Ney- 
ins, of Bedford, Teacher. The school was included in one term of 
eighteen weeks, commencing Oct. 20th. This school is small, but 
none the less important in regard to the qualifications of a teacher, 
scholars having advanced as far through school studies in this as in 
any other district. The authority of the teacher, though silent, is 

uncommonly efficient, and a sense of the necessity of diligence is 
‘ strong, though produced by a few words. The characteristics of 
this long term were good behavior, proficiency and marked thorough- 
ness. ‘The school though small has evidently not been slighted, but 
the opportunities for extra labor, which a small school affords, have 
been improved. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


Isaiah Herrick, Prudential Committee. Miss Nancie C. Ingalls, 
of Merrimack, was Teacher for both Summer and Winter terms. 
The scholars, as usual, are large in numbers, and small insize. In 
looking through this district, it is possible at all times, to notice a 
number of children in families, who, if their parents were farmers 
instead of manufacturers, would be in school instead of the mill. 
These are generally good scholars and do well so far ag they go,but 
the more advanced, interesting and finished portion of their educa- 
tion is closed to them and they are deprived of its advantages 
forever. The children have always been considered easy to govern. 
During the past year the control of the teacher has been excellent. 
At all times the pupils appeared interested in their duties, and 
such was the feeling amongst them that, though restrained from all 
misbehavior, they, as they express it, liked to go to school. The 
faculty of getting the attention and interesting young minds was 
also observable on the part of the teacher, and this together with 
constant industry, resulted in the good progress of all, and the oft 
repeated expression from parents, simple but gratifying to every 
teacher’s ear, that ‘‘ the children learned well.” 

A private school of four weeks was raised for this teacher, in- 
cluding the district scholars generally. 
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DISTRICT NO. 10. 


George Parkhurst, Merrimack ; 8. Robie, Bedford; Prudential 
Committee. 

This is a Union District ; the number of scholars from Merri- 
mack, summer term, was eight; the number from Bedford was 
thirteen. 

Mrs, Eliza Ann Stevens, Teacher of the summer term, has aiready 
been noticed as teacher fur the winter term in district No. 2. The 
same faithful and affectionate regard for the scholars was apparent 
here as in the district already noticed. The fourteen weeks of school- 
ing showed a corresponding advance in all the studies pursued.— 
There were but few cases of tardiness in the whole time, and an 
average attendance of twenty from twenty-one different scholars, is 
uncommon. 

Miss Mary F.. Darrah, Teacher of the winter term, has also been 
noticed as teacher of the summer term in district No. 3. Miss 
Darrah was also the teacher of this school for the winter term of 
last year, and to be invited again to the same field is one of the best 
marks of approbation. ‘This confidence in the talents and accom- 
plishments necessary to success, estimated by the results of the 
term, was not misplaced. Two beginners had made excellent pro- 
ficiency in Algebra, other studies had been proportionately advanc- 
ed, and the behavior of the school was without fault. 

In this district we always find a clear wholesome school-room ; 
we do in other districts, sometimes. 


Here the two committees of Bedford and Merrimack meet, on 
Merrimack soil, but as it happens this year, amongst a majority of 
Bedford children. ‘his has been pleasant the past as in former 
years, and I do not think that either party would desire to ‘‘se- 
cede,” Mr. Brown and myself agreeing harmoniously in all things. 
“Tae pleasure,” with which Rev. Mr. Savage, the Bedtord com- 
mittee of last year, compliments myself, in his report, ‘in meeting 
me here and on all occasions,” would have been as cordially ex- 
pressed in my own, had I been certain of his willingness to be 
mentioned in the same list. As he takes himself away to be more 
exclusively devoted to his profession, I follow him with the greatest 
respect for his literary taste and attainments, and the fullness and 
frankness of his noble heart. 


DISTRICT No. LL. 


Winslow P. Hayrs, Prudential Committee. Miss Lucy A. Bowers, 
of Merrimack, teacher of the first term of ten weeks, commencing 
May 7th, and of the second term of seven weeks, commencing Sept. 
Sth. ‘The register has no mark for tardiness, absence or dismissal 
against either of the twelve scholars of the first term or the fifteen 
scholars of the second, making it, that every scholar both terms was 
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present every day, no one tardy and no one dismissed. The credits 
and the footing of the register make out the same thing. This is 
. certainly remarkable. when, !ast year, the school was spoken of as 
having been habitually tardy. This teacher has taught this school 
a number of terms with approbation, and through the past season 
there was the same activity, good order and progress, as has been 
observable heretofore. 

The house is unfit for use in its present condition. On remark- 
ing to the teacher that the number was smaller than formerly, the 
reply was, that it was quite large enough, for when it rained, she 
was obliged to huddie the children together on a dry spot which 
was not large enough to accommodate any more. 7 

Miss Lizzie D. Bowers, of Merrimack, was teacher of the winter 
term. Qn entering the room we hardly knew where we were. A 
little space had been partitioned off, large enough to hold fovr schol- 
ars’ desks, a board long enough to seat four little scholars support- 
ed by the bottoms of two old chairs, the teacher’s desk and a capi- 
tal stove, the whole area including probably the ‘‘dry spot” before 
alluded to. The scholars however, have not been embarrassed by 
their close quarters. The same industry as formerly was manifest. 
The school is quite forward and thorough for the age of the schol- 
ars. This was the teacher’s first experience. Showing a spirit and 
determination adapted to insure success, the greater smoothness, 
which the world will require, may be produced by mingling with it. 

One of the prominent residents of the District expressed to me 
the hope that, in my report, [ would tear down—utterly demolish 
the old school house. I told him, I would rather shingle it. But 
this is true; no money should be allowed for schooling, till the 
house is fit to have a school in. It is desirable that the next 
year may find this house, of such good brick walls and so pleasant- 
ly located, well repaired, so that the sun and rain from heaven may 
no longer fall into it as much as they fall on to it. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 


David B. Elliot, Prudential Committee. Miss Kllen M. Shat- 
tuck, of Nashua, taught the summer term. The school, though not 
large for this District, was prosperous. The even, firm, sensible 
method of the teacher, secured a continuous and substantial pro- 
gress, on the part of the scholars, in their studies. While none 
failed to be creditable, many of the reviews of study at the close 
were noticed as excellent, the solution of difficult problems in in- 
tellectual arithmetic by a scholar, being particularly able and en- 
teriain ing. 

Mrs. Naucy S. Woods, of Merrimack, was the teacher of the 
winter term. During this short term of only six weeks, a large 
amount of work was done. The school at the opening was observ- 
ed to be active, interested and busy. It appeared at the close that 
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the advance had been in full proportion to the time, and the ground 
gone over had not been slighted. ‘Whatever is worth doing at all 
is worth doing well.” The teacher possesses an awakening influence, — 
calculated to keep the minds of the pupils aroused to action and to 
higher attainments, by which the youth may be actuated, as well as 
the more ambitious of literary distinction. The regret was that the 
close of the term come so near its commencement. 

It has since been learned that a private school was raised for this 
teacher, adding to her instructions four weeks beyond the District 
term. 

In the review of the condition of the schools, now presented, 
various hints have been thrown out from time to time, and but few 
remarks remain, 


Lost Time. There has been some improvement on this point in 
comparison with years previous. ‘Two years ago, reckoning five 
and a half days to each of the fifty-two weeks, the loss amounted 
to eighteen years, two hundred and seven days, and this was done 
by averaging between Summer and Winter terms, two hundred and 
fifty-two different scholars; this year the loss is seventeen years 
one hundred and two days by an average of two hundred and forty 
eight different scholars, between Summer and Winter terms, that 
is, nearly an equal number ; but this year they have had full one 
eighth more time in weeks to lose this in, and in this proportion the 
loss is in favor of the present year, and would make the loss dur- 
ing the same number of weeks, as in the former calculation fifteen 
years and fifty-four days, making it in favor of the present com- 
pared with the former year, by three years one hundred and forty- 
three days. But the loss of time is still too heavy and calls for 
greater improvement. The occasions of this loss are various; often 
children are not fitted out for school when the term commences ; 
often they are indulged in vagrant habits, and often they are kept 
away from school to perform some trifling service compared with 
which the instruction lost is as gold compared with dross, This 
subject cannot be contemplated too seriously by parents, the loss of 
of school time by a child is not easily repaired. 

A Higher Standard. With the same books, the same amount of 
time for study, and the same facilities in all respects, there is yet a 
wide difference in the attainments of scholars, of districts and towns. 
Diversity of mental capacities, though it may affect the comparison 
with individuals, yet on the broad scale does not account for this 
difference. There is a want of an elevated standard with those who 
are backward. Where the idea is only to read, write and cypher 
to Single Rule of Three, according to the old apprentice indenture, 
there will be no going ahead of this idea. Where itis up to mas- 
tering all the studies from the beginning to end, there this will be 
accomplished, and more easily than the smal] amount by the drones 
of the former class, because the mind, being elevated to higher aims. 
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is brighter and more active. The standard of attainments is every 
thing to proficiency ; with a mark before his eye, one will reach it, 
with no mark, he will do nothing. It is so in work, it is so in travel, 
it is so in study. For the idea to pervade a district and a town, that 
all the common school studies should be thoroughly understood at an 
early age, and that before leaving school, some higher branches should 
be taken up,—this idea, by setting up astandard before the eyes of 
the children in the schools, would help them to accomplish it, when, 
without it, they would seem to be going—they know not whither. 

Haperienced Teachers and smail Schools. It is believed to be a 
mistake, in many cases, to engage inexperienced teachers because 
they may be procured at a cheaper rate, and thereby prolong the 
term of the school, even where the district is small in number or 
backward in studies. Teachers of no, or small experience, to be 
sure, must have their chance, but for the sake of their own reputa- 
tion, it becomes them to consider where they go, and what they un- 
dertake before they begin. But where a small school is waning, 
an experienced teacher of well known abilities, as it respects au- 
thority and instruction, will do more in a brief term than others in 
one eyer so protracted. The proceedings of experienced teachers 
have more of the force of established law and are not questioned or 
resisted, whilst those of beginners are often treated as experiments, 
and liberty is taken to question and trifle with them by lawless chil- 
dren and indiscreet parents. 


The Study of United States History. — One of the require- 
ments of the school law is, that committees and teachers shall in- 
culcate in the minds of pupils amongst other virtues, the love of 
country. The best way to do this is to let them know what the 
country is, as it is impossible to be much in admiration of any ob- 
ject unless we know something about it. 

No country has so interesting a history as our own. Whilst oth- 
ers have been founded in the love of conquest and of gold, our 
own was founded in the love of principle, and this accounts for our 
unexampled prosperity. This was the deelaration of Daniel Web- 
ster, in his oration at the completion of Bunker Hill Monument, 
made with an emphasis I shall never forget. It was at this point 
that his clarion voice rang out, electrifying the thousands who stood 
before him. Our history is an interesting study because it is full, 
in its early pages, of Providential favors. In an able article, es- 
tablishing the doctrine of particular Providences, almost all the il- 
lustrations were taken from incidents in our revolutionary war, 
where particular Divine favor interposed to save us from defeat or 
to give us victory ;—a fog would arise and save Washington and 
his army from capture; with all the precaution of a British war 
council to have all retired to sleep, at their head quarters, before 
their midnight consultation commenced, there would yet be a lis- 
tener at the key-hole, ready to fly, as if on wings, to inform Wash- 
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ington of an intended surprise, as in the instance of Lydia Darrach 
of Philadelphia, making God a leader in our scenes of conflict, a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

As those who shared the trials of our terrible conflict are fast 
passing away, and the stories of the Revolution are heard no more 
from their lips, an indifference as to the interesting events of our 
origin will be likely to come over us, and in order that that love of 
country may be cherished, which its origin and progress deserve, it 
is important that our entertaining history should be studied in the 
schools at an carly age, and as generally attended to as any other 
branch. United States History should be named with the stated 
studies—Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar, the one essential as 
the other to common school education ; the History to be taken up 
immediately after Geography, or as an accompaniment to it. 

For beginners, I have found Berard’s United States History 
much the best, as to size, arrangement and interest, a smaller work 
than those commonly used, and cheaper, a very handsome yolume, 
beautifully illustzated; written in excellent style and drawing 
largely for its authorities, with permission, from Bancroft, Sparks, 
Lossing, and such writers. It is an entertaining outline and a fine 
forerunner of a larger work; the best method of study now being 
considered to be an outline first and the filling up afterwards. 

In accordance with the views thus presented, I have, from the 
commencement of the year, enjoined it upon all teachers to be 
watchful for opportunities to form History classes on the plan 
above stated, and for the reason that if we would have chil- 
dren love their native country they should know its origin and 
progress. Our history, so far, constitutes a gem in the annuals of 
the world. If we are willing to maintain cur national existence 
on the same principles of humanity and religion, as those on which 
it was founded and flourished, aud so conduct ourselves, as did our 
fathers, as to receive the smiles of Heaven, our history will con- 
tinue to be a bright political light to the people of other nations. 


Conclusion.—It is always 2 serious matter to come to the close 
of so Jong a period as a year inany of the enterprises of life, and 
the only compensation we have for the time that has gone, is the 
improvement we have made of the hours as they have passed away. 
If we can see that the moments have been well employed, and that, 
as constantly as they have flown, we and those for whose training 
we are responsible, have become better and wiser, we are willing, 
in view of the attainments time has given us, to know that we have 
grown older; but if, in looking back, we must see that nothing has 
been accomplished, we shun the thought although we must admit 
the fact. The man who has been industrious in the improvement 
of himself and of’ his race, may well be proud of his years, for 
they are the measure of his usefulness, but the sluggard dreads the 
sight of his advancing years. Undoubtedly, in their yearly account, 
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many are satisfied with their protits aud gains, with their industry 
in increasing their goods and their wealth, and the reflection with 
them is, that this is not for themselves alone but for the future ben- 
efit of their children. But, though this is well, so far as it goes, 
there is a higher object to which our industry should be bestowed. 
{t has been well said, that ‘* the best legacy a parent can leave a 
child is a preparation to take care of himself.” 

There are two periods to which parents must look forward with 
intense interest in regard to their children, and when they will de- 
sire that every effort possible had been put forth for the improve- 
ment of their minds and hearts. One is, the time when the child 
shall leave the parental roof to find his place and his standing in a 
esld and unfeeling world; the other is, when parents themselves 
shall have finished their work, and their care and watchfulness is to 
bo withdrawn from their children forever. Hither of these parting 
hours will be made the brighter and happier in view of their inces- 
sant exertions for their children’s education, that they may be re- 
spected, and for their morals that they may be useful. Such are 
and must be the feelings of all parents who live and die like hu- 
inan beings. 

The brutish opposition which is sometimes launched forth against 
education and the efforts of its friends, is best rebuked by an elo- 
quent tribute to learning in a lecture, once heard, from a finished 
scholar :—-“ It has been the object of some to decry letters, as giv- 
ing an effeminacy to a people; but this reasoning is as amusing as 
that of the Roman Knights at the supper of Lucullus, who, when 
reveling on a hundred dishes at the table of that luxurious epicure, 
discussed the flavor and nutritiousness of the primitive food of 
man, such as acorns, figs, roots and berries, and decided that man 
in a state of nature was most happy.” 

“ Letters have assisted in advancing and in preserving the arts 
and sciences, as well as themselves, and in elevating the character 
of man. Letters live longer than temples or monumental arches. 
The prayer of Solomon at the dedication of the Temple, is still pre- 
served in all its piety and sweetness, but the house of the Lord is 
demolished, and the angels who guarded it have ascended to their 
celestial abodes.” 

And, in harmony with this is the utterance of our great Web- 
ster, of glorious memory ;—‘‘ If we work upon marble, it will per- 
ish ; if we work upon brass, time will efface it; if we rear tem- 
ples, they will crumble into dust; but if we work upon our im- 
mortal minds—if we imbue them with principles, with the just fear 
of God and of our fellow men—we engrave on these tablets some- 
thing which will brighten to all eternity.”’ 


Respectfully submitted, 
BENJAMIN ELA, 
SUPERINTENDING ScuooL CoMMITTRE. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE. 


| E  D 
| | BS ; 
: | oi) Bae ae 
z / zi S Sof z & 
z)  & : ee eae ais: 
ike eee ba bz 7 lal 
1) | Summer. | 10 |} $12 00) 10 73 
Winter. | 11 | 2000] 16} 124 
2* | Winter. 18 | 17 00| 14 12 
| Summer. | 9 | 1600] 33| 254 
3 Middle. 9 | 14 00] 33 | 26 
Winter. 20 18 00 | 39 30 
Summer. 10 | 18 00} 29 27 
4 Middle. 8 | 18 00| 27 22 
Winter. 12 | 18 32} 28 244 
5 Summer. 8 12 00 18 15 
Winter. 9} 2000; 14 104 
6 Summer. 10 | 1400! 17 15 
Winter. 11 16 00 | 19 144 
7 Summer. 9 14 00; 32 28 
Winter. 11 18 00} 33 28 
8* | Winter. 18 | 17 00/ 10 8 
9 Summer. 9 16 00 | 34 26% 
W inter. 10 | 18 00} 28 24 
10 Summer. 14 14 00} 21 20 
Winter. 114} 13 40] 16 13 
Summer. | 10 | 1800} 12] 12 
1l | Middle. 74) 16 ae 15 
| Winter. 10 | 11 00 9 é 74 
12 | Summer. 9 | 1800} 18} 15 
Winter. 6 | 1400| 25! 21 


* No Summer Term. 
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